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Dr. Coluthur Gopalan was born in Salem on October 29, 1918.
grew up in lr/adras and had a brilliant academic career, first

Christian College high School and then at ltladras ftledical
He obtained his M.D. in General Medicine from Madras

in 1943.He was awarded a Nuffield Foundation
in 1946, the first lndian to receive the award. He

to the U.K. where he completed his Ph.D. in Nutrition
London in just two and a half years.

On he WAS appointed in 1949 as Deputy Director of the Nutrition Research

Coluthur Gopalan Endowment was created in the academic year 2020
with the aim to promote research and development activities in the
field of Nutrition Science which includes Food Science, Clinical
Nutrition and Community Nutrition. Endowment amount of Rs.1,00,000

was deposited into the bank and sponsored by students of Food Science and Nutrition
(2017-2A; 2A18-21 Batch). Every Year Eminent Personality in the field of Food
Science and Nutrition will be invited to deliver the Lecture to promote scientific
information exchange among the students.
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Principal Scientist
Crop Improvement Division

ICAR-NRC for Banana
Trichy

Dr" S. Backiyarani is a distinguished horticultural scientist and Principal Scientist at
ICAR-National Research Centre for Banana (NRCB), Tiruchirappalli, with over 30 ycars of
significant contributions to plant breeding, genomics, and crop biotechnology. A Cold
Medalist in Ph.D. (Plant Breeding & Genetics) frorn Tamil Nadu Agricultural University
and a recipient of prestigious fellowships including CSIR and DBT, she has demonstrated
sustained academic excellence and impactful translational research.

Her research centcrs on the gcnetic improvement of banana and small cardamon:r
through the integration of conventional breeding, molscular markers, transcriptomics,
pttlteomics, and genome editing. She has contributed to the release of l0 improved
varieties-three in small cardamom aud seven in banana-anrJ developed 24 improved
banana progenies with enhanced resistance to biotic stresses and superior fiuit qualiiy. She
has alsn facilitated the registration ofl l0 ge'netic stocks and contributed to the fbrmulation of
DUS guidelines lbr banana, strengthening varietal protection and germplasm management
systcms.

Dr. Backiyarani has led and co-led 42 research projects, securing over {l 3.99 crores
in competitive funding trom agencies such as DBT, DST, NABARD, SERIJ, and cGlAR.
Fler scholarly record includes more than 97 peer-reviewed publications, with 1,575 citations
and an h-index of 23. She has also developed molecular databases and bioinformatics-
enabled breeding tools to accelerate banana improvement.

An accomplished rnentor, she has guided 24 postgraduate students ancl received 42
awards and fellowships, including the Outstanding Agricultural Scientist Award and IAHS
Fellowship" Her work has substantially slrengthened India's horticultural biotechnology
landscapc.
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